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SPIRITAN
NEWS
CONGREGAZIONE DELLO SPIRITO SANTO -

CLIVO DI CINNA, 195 -

00136 ROMA

Refugees and Migrants
The year 1989 has been a historic one, putting an end, it seems, to the Cold War and the division of
Europe that took place after World War II. We can hope that it will also mean the end of other ideological conflicts throughout the world that were the result of that division, but it is too much to expect a
period of universal peace and still more of universal justice, and in the meantime the flow of refugees
from conflicts around the globe continues to grow.

Refugees
It is difficult, for a variety of reasons, to give accurate
statistics for refugees, or even to distinguish clearly between
political refugees and economic migrants, but both The
Economist, in its Christmas issue (quoting the U.S. Committee on Refugees), and the United Nations' UNHCR, in its
December 1989 issue of Refugees, give a total of some 15
million refugees worldwide. This means 15 million people
uprooted from their homes and familiar surroundings and
cast out into the unknown, often with only a few household
belongings hurriedly put together. And the material hardships that they have to endure are often outweighed by the
spiritual and psychological suffering of rejection, uncertainty
and dependence.
The greatest single group of refugees is the Afghans, of
whom six million have had to flee to neighbouring Pakistan
and Iran, waiting for a chance to return home. In Africa it is
the Mozambicans, of whom more than a million have had to
leave the country while a further five million have been displaced within it. And television screens continue to show
the plight of Vietnamese boat people and others who are
unable to find a home anywhere .
By our Rule of Life, Spiritans are committed "to go especially ... to those whose needs are greatest and to the oppressed" (SRL 4). Refugees are undoubtedly among the
most needy and oppressed, so there is a huge new field of
apostolate that has grown rapidly in the past few years and
that challenges the Congregation.
One Spiritan who has taken up the challenge is Fr. Frans
Timmermans, who had called attention to it during his
twelve years as Superior General, for example in his Christmas letters to the Congregation in 1980, 1981 , 1982 and
1984. At Christmas 1981 he wrote: "This year I would like
to call attention to one of the most important challenges
today: the suffering of 6,000,000 refugees in Africa (and of
so many others in other continents) . Why should I mention
this in a Christmas letter? Because meditation on the mystery of the Incarnation, in its concrete historical context,
should stir us out of our settled ways and help us to see
more clearly what the Incarnation means for the poor today.
And I would like to provoke a response from the Spiritan
community. For we too are concerned - in Algeria, Angola,
Cameroon, the Central African Republic, Ethiopia, Gabon,
Kenya, Nigeria, Senegal, Tanzania, Zarre, Zambia . In these
countries, in all of which we work, there are nearly
2,000,000 refugees .·
When his second term as Superior General ended, Fr.
Timmermans was happy to accept an appointment as Pastoral Coordinator for Refugees in Southern Africa, a post that
he took up in July 19f,37. He is based in Harare, Zimbabwe,

Fr. Timmermans with Mozambican refugees in Zimbabwe.
at the headquarters of IMBISA, the Inter-regional Meeting of
the Bishops of Southern Africa, and is responsible for organizing the pastoral care of Mozambican and Angolan refugees. (A Mariannhill missionary working with him organizes
the pastoral care of exiles from South Africa and Namibia.)
The Mozambican refugees number 1,200,000, of whom
800,000 are in Malawi, 160,000 in Zimbabwe, 100,000 in
Swaziland, 60,000 in Tanzania, 50,000 in South Africa and
30,000 in Zambia . These are apart from the five million displaced persons in Mozambique itself, out of a population of
14 million. Angolan refugees number some 300,000 in
Zarre and 100,000 in Zambia, with two million displaced in
Angola itself. The cause of all this suffering is, of course,
the war in both countries, with a Marxist government in
power, opposed by UNIT A in Angola and RENAMO in Mozambique, both supported by South Africa .
With such large numbers involved, the task of Fr. Timmermans and his few helpers is indeed immense. For pastoral care in the camps is not merely a question of providing
religious services and training catechists and lay leaders. It
means trying to help the refugees to adapt to their situation
and to rebuild their lives. This entails involvement even in
things like theatre workshops, to promote a sense of cultural
identity and provide entertainment in the camps.
Another Dutch Spiritan who works with refugees in the
IMBISA region is Fr. Martin van Koolwijk, who, at the age
of 79, has been working since 1985 at a refugee camp at
Maheba in Zambia . He had previously worked for 43 years
in Angola and, after being captured by guerrillas and expelled from the country, he took up work with Angolan refu-

gees outside. With over 12,000 refugees in the Maheba
camp, he has his hands full, not only with ministry, but with
helping to organize food distribution and to run a fl~ur mill,
oil presses, fish ponds, a dispensary and classes in home
economics (cf. Spiritan News No. 70).
A lso involved in the region is Fr. Conor Kennedy (TransCanada), who not only runs a parish of some 80,000 people
in Malawi but is the focal point of a massive food, shelter
and pastoral outreach to thousands of Mozambican refugees.
Several members of the Irish Province have been involved
with refugees ever since the Biafran War in Nige_ria (196770). Spiritans who had previously been engaged in pastoral
work suddenly found themselves improvising as relief workers and organizing airlifts of food and medical supplies . A
large number of confreres took part in this and it would be
impossible to name them all here, but " Africa Concern ", an
organization founded at the time for Biafra relief, later broadened its scope, as · Concern", to include other continents,
and several Spiritans have remained associated with it.

Fr. Aengus Finucane has been its Chief Executive for
the past eight years, overseeing its worldwide operations on
behalf of the victims of war and natural disasters. His brother, Fr. Jack Finucane, is one of its field directors and has
been overseeing its work in Ethiopia for the past few years.
Brother Augustine O'Keeffe, who has been in Ethiopia
since 1972 and who was literally the first to drive a truckload of relief supplies to the Wallo area in 1973, is now
coordinator of the ecumenical Christian Relief and Development Association (CRDA), an umbrella organization for over
50 relief agencies, and handles millions of dollars· worth of
aid , seeing that it is distributed in the most effective way
possible. Fr.. Kevin Doheny, who was mainly responsible
for the setting up of CRDA in 1973 and who was welfare
officer of the Catholic Secretariat in Addis Ababa from
1972-80, is coordinator of the Cheshire Homes for the handicapped in Africa, and his work takes him to refugee camps
in Zambia, Tanzania and several other countries. In November 1988 he organized an international conference in Dublin
on "Refugees in Crisis". His elder brother, Fr. Michael
Doheny, is now in retirement in Dublin after suffering a
stroke in 1987, but for nearly 20 years before that he had
been deeply involved in field work for Concern, notably
among the refugees in Bangladesh in the seventies.
Another who started on an · international" career with
the Biafra War was Fr. Tony Byrne, who has become a spe~
cialist on development aid and has provided assistance in
many refugee situations. Spiritans have not been traditionally associated with the Sudan, but for the past few years
Fr. Sammy Moore has worked in Khartoum for the Sudan
Catholic Bishops' Conference, particularly in the area of relief
work and development. He returned to Ireland last year,
and Fr. Pierre Ruhlmann (France) is now our only representative in the Sudan, also working in refugee and famine
relief.
While Africa tends to be the focal point of Spiritan efforts, other areas have not been neglected. Fr. James
Healy (USA/E), a trained lawyer, is president of the Central
American Refugee Centre and chairman of the Washington
Office on Haiti, which has provided support and legal assistance to Haitian refugees in the US, with special regard for
those without documents. From 1971 until the fall of JeanClaude Duvalier in 1986, a team of Haitian and French Spiritans headed by Fr. Antoine Adrien ran a centre in Brooklyn
for Haitian refugees, while other Spiritans worked for Haitian
refugees in the Bahamas and in French Guiana.
In a more modest vein, several Spiritan communities in
Germany and in Canada (both French- and English-speaking)
sponsor refugees fleeing from Vietnam, Ethiopia and, more
recently, China, some of whom are housed on a transitional
basis in the Spiritan Generalate in Rome.

Organizations
In addition to organizations already mentioned (Concern,
the Cheshire Homes, the Washington Office on Haiti), Spiritans hold key positions in others whose objectives include
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aid to the displaced. The World Mercy Fund, founded by
the late Fr. Tom Rooney (England) and currently directed by
Fr. Patrick Leonard, is a generous source of funding. The
Volunteer International Christian Service (VICS), directed by
Fr. Dermot Doran (Trans-Canada), recruits and trains lay
missionaries, many of them to work with people whose lives
are disrupted by war, hunger and natural disasters. In Ireland, the fledgling Council for Refugees has as its executive
director Fr. Norman Fitzgerald, while Fr. Raymond Maher
is national chaplain of Pax Christi and was one of a six-man
group that visited Palestinian refugee camps last August at
the invitation of Palestinian leaders.
While practical efforts to provide material and spiritual aid
tend to fire the imagination, the less spectacular component
of research and planning is equally vital to the development
of effective programs . It is in this context that the work of
Fr. William Headley is situated. A former coordinator of
the Urban Refugee Project, Nairobi, he has produced studies
and delivered papers at gatherings in Africa , Europe and the
United States. He is currently in charge of Justice and
Peace issues at the Generalate and is president of the Africa
Faith and Justice Network (Europe) .

Migrants
The plight of refugees often demands urgent and concentrated intervention, whereas ministry .to migrants tends to be
long-term and unspectacular. Here too Spiritans have a long
tradition, of which the following are samples.
The Portuguese Province has been one of the most active
in accompanying migrating families as they adjust to new
milieus. At Metz in France, Fr. Jose Martins Vaz is responsible for the • Portuguese Mission" . In Germany, similar
work is carried on by Frs. Jose Eurico de Azevedo (Hamburg), Assis de Sousa Pinho (Hanover) and Antonio Cab~al
Costa (Mainz). In Fribourg, Switzerland, Fr. Abel Moreira
Dias is engaged part-time with Portuguese workers . On the
other side of the Atlantic, Frs. Amadeu Venancio Pereira,
Alberto da Fonseca Lopes and Joao Carreira Monico minister to two Portuguese parishes in Toronto, with Fr. Francisco Medeiros Janeiro providing a similar service in the
Diocese of Hamilton . The efforts of these priests are directed particularly towards immigrants from the Azor!ls .. In
the Diocese of Providence, Rhode Island, Frs. Antonio Figueira Pinto and Joaquim Pereira Francisco have responsibility for immigrants from Cape Verde .
Several French Spiritans devote themselves to assisting
immigrants. Frs. Marcel Bracquemond, Paul Fuchs and
Louis Vienne offer social and material services, coordinate
contact with agencies and minister to the spiritual needs of
settlers in the Paris region . Fr. Marcel Danner and Br. Bertrand Spitz do the same for Portuguese and Mauritians,
respectively, in Alsace, while Fr. Joseph Fourdan helps
newcomers from Asia in the Loire District.
In Senegal, the spiritual and cultural care of Mandjak immigrants from Guinea-Bissau was undertaken several years
ago under the direction of F~. Gust_ave ~ie~ve~u . F~. Bier:,venu himself returned to his earlier m1ss1on in Guinea in
1985 but the work for the Mandjaks has continued in Senegal, the Gambia (Fr. John Sharpe), Mauritania a_nd even ir'
France, while a Spiritan mission among the MandJaks in Guinea-Bissau itself was opened in 1979.
Some Dutch Spiritans, after working for many years in
Africa , established a chaplaincy in Amsterdam ~or the e:are
of immigrants. Fr. Marius Brands works with Enghshspeaking settlers from Sierra Leone , Ethiopia, Uganda, Ghana and South Africa, while Fr. Cornelis Geraets concentrates on arrivals from French-speaking Africa, and Fr. Petrus Pouts on Spanish and Portuguese migrant workers.
The outreach of this chaplaincy has many facets. It is a mixture of social work, legal advice, search for housing, protect ion against drug and other abuses , psychological counselling and spiritual guidance.
The English Province has also undertaken work among
immigrants, especially in ~ondon and Birmingh?':11 · In the
United States, particularly in the south-west, Spintans work
among Hispanic immigrants, many of them in difficulty be-

cause of illegal entry into the country. And in Toronto there
has for many years been a centre for Caribbean immigrants,
staffed by a Trinidadian Spiritan (at present Fr. Peter
Wayow) . Also in Toronto, Spiritan schools have helped to
i_ntegrate large numbers of students from Asia, Latin America and the Caribbean.
This account of Spiritan involvement with refugees and
migrants could be extended to include work among nomadic

peoples like the Maasai in Tanzania, the Pokot in northern
Kenya and the Borana in Ethiopia, but that would take us too
far afield. As it is, we realize that we have only partially
covered the ground and that, by naming some of the Spiritans involved, we have risked offending others who may be
also working for refugees and migrants. The editor of Spiritan News asks their forgiveness and also thanks Fr. Michael
Doyle for putting together most of the material for this article.

News Items
Decision of the Holy See
On 6 January 1990, the S.C. for Evangelization appointed
Fr . Joseph BURGRAFF, of the Province of Belgium, as National Director of the Pontifical Mission-Aid Societies in Belgium for a five-year term .
Fr. Burgraff, 49 , a former missionary in Zarre and, later,
superior of Gentinnes, was bursar at the Generalate from
March 1984 to September 1985. when he was named First
Assistant to the Provincial of Belgium . He has been working
part-time with the Pontifical Mission-Aid Societies. Five
other Spiritans are at present National Directors of the
PMAS: Frs. Seamus Galvin (Ireland), Francis Wright (USA,
Holy Childhood), Harrie Verdijk (Angola), Edward Grimes
(Gambia, Sierra Leone and Liberia) and Gerard Morel (Gabon) .

The EAP's Chapter, with Fr. General in the middle.

Decision of the General Council
On 11 January, the General Council confirmed the election of Fr. Augustine SHAO as Provincial Superior of the
East African Province for a three-year term, beginning on
11 January.

European Justice and Peace Meeting
The Justice and Peace coordinators of the European
Provinces held their second annual meeting from 13-17 November at Blotzheim, Alsace. Representatives of nine of the
ten Provinces took part, the only absentee being Poland .
Also taking part were Fr. William Headley, Justice and Peace
coordinator at the Generalate, Fr. Gregor Lutz, representative
of the European Provincials, and Fr. Frans Thoolen, SMA,
executive secretary of the Africa Faith and Justice Network/Europe (AFJN/E), based in Brussels. (AFJN/E now
counts 22 religious congregations as members, and its aim
is to try, through information, advocacy and action, to influence decisions taken in Europe that affect justice in Africa.) Each Province presented a report on what had been
done during the past year, and the feeling was that good
progress had been made, both in raising the consciousness
of confreres and in IT)any practical undertakings. Fr. Headley, who is also president of AFJN/E, presented a report on
the Generalate's efforts for Justice and Peace, and here too
there was a good deal to report. Fr. Paul Coulon gave a talk
on Justice and Peace aspects of Fr. Libermann's life and
writings. One of the highlights of the week was a meeting
in nearby Basie with two of the directors of the Swiss Bank
Corporation to discuss with them the problem of Third
World debt. There were also contacts and discussions with
the local Spiritans, teachers, students and their parents .

counts 48 priests, 29 professed scholastics in theology, 6
novices and 25 philosophy students .
The Chapter had 21 voting delegates and seven observers: Father General, Fr. Okoye and Fr. Wiehe of the General
Council (on visitation in East Africa), and the District Superiors of Kilimanjaro, Bagamoyo, Kenya and Za'fre. The moderator was Fr. Thomas Tunney.
Fr. Macha presented new statutes of the Province for discussion . A house in Arusha was purchased recently to
serve as the provincialate, which was formerly at Usa River.
It will be the residence of the Provincial, the first assistant
and the provincial bursar . After the election of Fr. Shao as
Provincial, the Chapter voted for councillors. The procedure
chosen was that five would be named, of whom the Provincial would choose three, and in fact he chose the three who
had received most votes : Frs . Paul Chuwa, Festo Adrabo
and Remi Macha. Fr. Gregory Mallya was later named provincial bursar.
The Province's main mission engagements are in Zambia
and ZaTre, but it is also involved in pastoral anc;I missionary
work in the "home· countries of Tanzania, Kenya and Uganda. To help in establishing a home base, a specifically Spiritan parish has been taken on in Morogoro, Tanzania, and
another near Nairobi, Kenya, while a Spiritan house has been
purchased in Kampala, Uganda .
Fr. Joseph Herzstein presented a suggestion, backed by
most members of the Kilimanjaro District, that the District be
suppressed and its members be assigned to the East African
Province as their Province of appointment. The Chapter
asked the new Provincial Administration to take up the matter.

The East African Province

Portugal

The East African Province held its first Chapter as a Province from 3-12 January at its House of Philosophy at Njiro
Hill, near Arusha, Tanzania, and elected Fr. Augustine Shao
as Provincial. Set up as a Foundation in 1973, it had
become a Province on 2 February 1989, with Fr. Daniel
Macha as Provincial. He had been appointed Superior of the
Foundation in 1983 and had been re-elected at the Foundation's first Chapter in January 1987. The Province now

The January issue of the Portuguese Province's monthly
newspaper Ac9.§o Missionaria was a special one, commemorating its 50th anniversary. During its 50 years, 588
issues had appeared, keeping the missionary cause in the
public eye and proving a powerful means for promoting missionary vocations and financial aid . It was in fact the successor to a smaller newssheet, Entre N6s, started by the
Province in 1933. In 1937, three young Spiritans - 26-year-
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old Fr. Agostinho Lopes de Moura and two theological students, Jose Felicio and Augusto Maio - founded at Fatima
an organization for missionary promotion, soon to be known
as LIAM (Liga lntensificadora da Aq:ao Missionaria). The
monthly newspaper Ac9ao Missionaria was started in January 1940, with Fr. Moura as director, and he remained its
director, and director of LIAM, even after he became Provincial in 1949. In 1953, however, he was consecrated Bishop
of Portalegre and Castelo Branco, where he continued his
lifelong support of the missions. On 28 November 1989, he
received a request for a message to Ac9ao Missionaria for
its jubilee, but he was already too ill to reply and he died the
following day, at the age of 78.

out some 500 qualified apprentices a year, most of whom
immediately get jobs. It runs nursery schools, medical and
dental clinics, training farms, and a teacher training centre
for the Caribbean. Its stress is on the dignity of each person, and its apprentices are also taught how to be parents,
with practical periods of looking after babies and small children. Its influence has spread to other countries in the Caribbean, and even beyond. Fr. Pantin has been asked to
speak on the SERVOL method in countries as different as
Sweden, France, Israel, Kenya, Zimbabwe, India, Thailand
and Australia - in a total of 24 countries, in all the continents.

As director of LIAM and Ac9ao Missionaria he was succeeded by Frs. Jose Felicio (1952-80), Verissimo Teles
( 1980-86), Jose de Castro Oliveira ( 1986-88) and Firmino
Cachada (1988- ). Some well-known names of the Portuguese Province figure among the editors of Ac9ao Missionaria over the years: Frs. Ant6nio Brasio, Alves Correia, Henrique Alves, Nogueira da Rocha, Jose da Lapa, Adelio Torres
Neiva, Francisco Lopes, Medeiros Janeiro and Firmino Cachada. Its present editor is Fr. Jose Carlos Coutinho. Ac9ao Missionaria reached its top circulation of 57,000 in
1964. Today its circulation is 31,000. Since 1962, the
Province also publishes a two-monthly magazine, Encontro,
with a circulation of 8,000 copies. Its present editor is Fr.
Adelio Torres Neiva, a former General Councillor.

Catholic Bible translations in Africa

Death of oldest Spiritan
Spiritan News, unfortunately, does not have space for obituaries and has to content itself
with a mere list of Our Dead,
leaving obituaries to Provincial
newsletters. This month, however, apart from the death of
Archbishop Jean Wolff, former
Archbishop of Diego Suarez,
Madagascar, we feel we should
mention the death of Fr. Marcel
Martin, of the French Seminary
in Rome, who for many years
has been the Postulator of the
Causes of Fr. Libermann, Bl.
Jacques Laval and Bl. Daniel
Br. Cantius Szurszewski.
Brattier; and also the death of
the oldest Spiritan, Br. Cantius
Szurszewski of USA/East, who died on 25 January, six
months short of his 100th birthday. We had been hoping to
congratulate him on 28 July this year as the first Spiritan to
reach 100. As it is, he was the oldest Spiritan ever. He
had worked at Duquesne University, Ferndale and Ridgefield,
and in 1946 had lost a leg as a result of a farming accident.
The oldest Spiritan now is Fr. Patrick J. Wallis (Ireland), who
was born on 19 August 1895 and who worked for 55 years
in East Africa. There are now only six other Spiritans who
were born in the 1890s: Bishop Franc;:ois Claret de Langavant, former Bishop of Reunion ( 1896), and Br. Baldomir Hermans, Br. Eugene Graham, Br. Matthias Schurings, Fr. Joseph Roy and Fr. Andre Boblin (in order of seniority, all born
in 1899).

Trinidad
Fr. Gerard Pantin was invited to speak last August at the
first-ever conference in a Warsaw-pact country on • The
voluntary sector in Eastern Europe". Eighty-two delegates,
from East and West, attended the meeting in Budapest,
Hungary, and Fr. Pantin spoke on the SERVOL approach to
development, stressing the need to overcome cultural arrogance, to listen attentively to those one is trying to help, and
to help them to help themselves. SERVOL (" SERvice VOLunteered for all") is a grass-roots self-help organization
started by Fr. Pantin in Trinidad in 1970. It now has several
• Life Centres", with training facilities in electricity, plumbing;
masonry, woodwork, auto mechanics, catering etc., turning

Fr. Piet Rijks, C.S.Sp., who works for the World Catholic
Federation for Biblical Apostolate in Germany (Mittelstrasse
12, D-7000 Stuttgart 1), has brought out a 580-page book,
A Guide to Catholic Bible Translations, Vol. 2: Africa, listing
Catholic translations of the Bible, or of parts of it, in the various African languages. It took eight years to collect the
information, which should be of interest to those engaged in
pastoral work in Africa. (Soft cover, price not available.)

Jubilarians
60 Years of Profession:
11 Apr. : Bishop Peter KELLETER (South Africa).
7 May : Br. Theodulus HAM (Holland).
60 Years of Priesthood:
22 June : Frs. Daniel HACKETT and Thomas MAHER (Ireland).
50 Years of Profession:
27 Mar. : Br. Gabriel VAN ROEY (Kongolo).
50 Years of Priesthood:
23 June : Frs. Patrick McMAHON, John O'HANRAHAN,
Robert STANLEY (Ireland), Patrick HARNETT (Kenya), Edward COLLETON (Trans-Canada), Aloysius DEMPSEY, Patrick GROGAN, Denis O'
KEEFFE (Ireland/USA), Bartholomew McMAHON
(USA/E), Joseph F. SWEENEY (USA/W).
40 Years a Bishop:
29 June : Bishop Peter KELLETER (South Africa).
Apologies to Brother Ferdinand COUPPY (Reunion) for omitting the 50th anniversary of his profession on 6 January.

Our Dead
4
5
8
16
18
18
24
3
4
5
9
10
11
11
11
20
20
20
25
26
28

Dec.
Dec.
Dec.
Dec.
Dec.
Dec.
Dec.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.

Fr. Elzear LAFONTAINE (Canada), 75.
Fr. Georges LACROIX (Canada), 83:
Fr. Peter GALLAGHER (Kenya), 72.
Fr. Paul CLOONAN (Ireland), 84.
Fr. Bertrand MICHAUD (Canada), 69.
Fr. Louis LEMOULAND (France), 77.
Fr. Hieronim LEWANDOWSKI (Poland), 66.
Fr. Frans MERTENS (Belgium), 82.
Fr. Gerard H,ANNAN (Ireland), 62.
Fr. Michel LEPINNE (Guadeloupe), 65.
Fr. John Edward BYRNE (Ireland), 91.
Fr. Gaston SCHAUB (Congo), 90.
Fr. Alphonse DOSTERT (Belgium), 75.
Fr. Paul OURY (France), 75.
Fr. Johann KIRSTEN (Germany), 85.
Archbishop Jean WOLFF (France), 84.
Br. Alfred HEINEN (Germany), 88.
Br. Damianus KOEVOETS (Holland), 84.
Br. Cantius SZURSZEWSKI (USA/E), 99.
Fr. Marcel MARTIN (French Sem.), 78.
Fr. Francis A. CHIARAMONTE (USA/E), 59.
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